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INDIANAPOLIS-MARION COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 23, 2026
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The Indianapolis-Marion County Public Library Board met in person for the InfoZone Branch
Library at the Library Services Center, 2450 North Meridian Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, on
Monday, March 23, 2026 at 6:30 p.m., pursuant to notice given in accordance with the rules of the
Board.

1. Call To Order

In the absence of Mr. Biederman, Dr. Murtadha presided as President and called the
meeting to order. Dr. Riolo acted as Secretary.

2. Roll Cali

Members present: Ms. Johnson, Dr. Murtadha, Dr. Palacio, Dr. Riolo, Dr. White and Ms.
Woodard.

Members absent: Mr. Biederman
The Chair recognized a quorum.

Dr. Murtadha began by introducing the Library Board’s new member, Ms. Elizabeth
Johnson. Ms. Johnson was appointed by the Marion County Board of Commissioners to
replace Mr. Davie, who has stepped down. Ms. Johnson currently works as a business
librarian and assistant professor at Butler University. One of Ms. Johnson’s previous roles
was that of Manager at the Library’s Martindale-Brightwood Branch. She’s built a career
in academia and librarianship with experience in research, support, instruction and
community engagement. Ms. Johnson was welcomed to the Board.

On behalf of the Board, Dr. Murtadha thanked Mr. Dominique Davie for sharing his time
and his service with us during his tenure on the Board.

Dr. Murtadha mentioned the Library’s recent Marian McFadden Memorial Lecture. This
was the 47" year for the Lecture and it drew a capacity multi-generational audience
reflecting strong community engagement and enthusiasm for reading and for our Library
programming.

3. Branch Manager’s Report

a.  InfoZone Branch Library Report




Ms. Staci Terrell, Manager, InfoZone Branch, shared that the branch had celebrated
it’s 25M anniversary last year and reminded everyone that they are the only full-
service public library located inside a museum.

The branch serves several neighborhoods including:

- Crown Hill

- Highland Vicinity

- Meridian Park

- Mapleton-Fall Creek
- Meridian Highland

- Historic Watson Park

The population is diverse with 52% being aged 34 or younger. That ties to the
branch’s work with the schools in the area including Butler Lab, IPS60 and Herron
Preparatory Academy.

Some statistics for 2025 included:

- 54,216 visits

- 33,733 physical materials circulated
- 403 programs with 9,608 attendees
16% increase in cardholders

Several Board members praised the branch’s creativity, community engagement
and strong patron feedback.

4, Public Comment
a.  Public Comment (Name and summary of comments follows)

Mr. Micheal Torres, Public Services Associate II at Central Library and AFSCME
Union Local 3395 President, addressed the Board. He shared the importance of
increasing wages at a flat rate as opposed to a percentage one, That would best
support frontline workers.

5. Approval Of Minutes: Executive Session, Regular and Special Meetings
a Executive Session, February 19, 2026

At this time, the minutes from the Executive Session held February 19, 2026, were
approved on the motion of Dr. Riolo, seconded by Ms. Woodard, and the following
roll call vote:

Ms. Johnson — Abstain Dr. White — Aye
Dr. Palacio — Aye Ms. Woodard — Aye
Dr. Riolo — Aye Dr. Murtadha, Acting President - Aye



b.  Regular Meeting, February 23, 2026
At this time, the minutes from the Regular Meeting held February 23, 2026, were
approved on the motion of Dr. Palacio, seconded by Ms. Woodard, and the following
roll call vote:
Ms. Johnson — Aye Dr. White —~ Aye
Dr. Palacio — Aye Ms. Woodard — Aye
Dr. Riolo — Aye Dr. Murtadha, Acting President — Aye
COMMITTEE REPORTS
6. Finance Committee (Dr. Eugene G. White, Chair; Ms. Elizabeth N. Johnson, Dr.
Khaula Murtadhz)
a.  Report of the Treasurer

Ms. Lolita Campbell, CFO and Ms. Mary Rankin, Accounting Director and
Treasurer, shared the Report of the Treasurer for February 2026. As of February 28,
2026, the year-to-date revenue was $566,000 and the year-to-date expenditures were
approximately $7.1 million

The Report of the Treasurer was approved for filing for audit on the motion of Dr,
White, seconded by Ms. Johnson, and the following roll call vote:

Ms. Johnson — Aye Dr. White — Aye
Dr. Palacio — Aye Ms. Woodard - Aye
Dr. Riolo - Aye Dr. Murtadha, Acting President — Aye

Diversity, Policy and Human Resources Committee (Dr. Luis A. Palacio, Chair; Dr.

Eugene G. White, Ms, Natissa S. Woodard)

Dr. Palacio advised that the Committee did not have any resolutions for tonight but at
their meeting this month, the Committee did discuss an additional objective to the
Strategic Plan for the Center for Black Literature and Culture at Central Library.

Facilities Committee {Dr. Lisa Riolo, Chair; Ms. Elizabeth N. Johnson, Ms, Natissa

Woodard)

a.

Resolution 10 — 2026 (Approval to Award a Construction Services Contract
for the Franklin Road Branch Carpet Replacement Project)

Ms. Diana Short, Director, Capital Projects, advised that the Franklin Road Branch
had experienced several issues with their carpet over the years and after ten years it
was determined that the carpeting shouid be replaced. Following the invitation fo
quote process, two quotes were received and the lowest responsive bid was from EF




10.

Marburger. It is the Committee’s recommendation that the contract be awarded to
EF Marburger, which is a certified woman-owned business enterprise, in the amount
of $129,000.

After full discussion and careful consideration of Resolution 10 —2026, it was noted
this resolution received a favorable recommendation from the Facilities Committee.
Ms. Johnson seconded the recommendation. The resolution was approved on the
following roll call vote:

Ms. Johnson — Aye Dr. White — Aye
Dr. Palacio — Aye Ms. Woodard — Aye
Dr. Riolo — Aye Dr. Murtadha, Acting President — Aye

The resolution is appended to, and made a part of, these minutes.

Library Foundation Update
Dr. Riolo provided the Foundation Update as follows:

News
Congratulations to Library staff on a successful Marian McFadden Memorial Lecture! We
are proud to partner with the Library on this esteemed annual lecture series.

Circulate: Night at the Library tickets are on sale now! Please join us for our annual
fundraiser on Friday, April 17, 2026 at Central Library. You can purchase tickets here:
https://indyplfoumdation.org/circulate

Donors

Major Donors last month: Allen Whitehall Clowes Foundation, Inc., Cummins, Inc., Eli
Lilly and Company Foundation, Inc., First Merchants Bank, Indiana State Museum and
Historic Sites, Lilly Endowment, Inc., Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust, Office of the
Lawrence Township Trustee Steve Talley, RadCare Services and Ritz Charles, Inc.

Program Support
This month the Foundation provided $90,000 to the Library for: Summer Reading

Program, Growing Global Citizens and CBLC 9" Annual Book Fest and Juneteenth
Celebration.

Report of the CEO

Mr. Gregory Hill, CEO of the Indianapolis Public Library, gave his Report as follows:

a. Confirming Resolutions

1)  Resolution Regarding Finances, Personnel and Travel (11 —2026)

After full discussion and careful consideration of Resolution 11 — 2026, the



resolution was approved on the motion of Dr. White, seconded by Ms.
Woodard, and the following roll call vote:

Ms. Johnson — Aye Dr., White — Aye
Dr. Palacio — Aye Ms. Woodard — Aye
Dr. Riolo —- Aye Dr. Murtadha, Acting President — Aye

The resolution is appended to, and made a part of, these minutes.
Report of the CEO — March 2026

Before beginning his Report, Mr. Hill shared an update on the fractured glass panel
near the Atrium at Central Library. The situation began on February 22, 2026 and .
repairs are scheduled to begin this week. Temporary panel installation is planned to
allow for earlier re-opening. The permanent replacement panel is expected to arrive
in approximately six weeks. Installation of the panel will require an additional five
to seven day closure of Central.

He then discussed his Report which included information on programs, services
and initiatives as foliows for the month of February:

Key Data Points (Monthly)
- 6,717 average daily visitors
- 13,098 average daily circulation
- 6.7% increase in overall circulation year-over-year
- Most visited branches: Fort Ben, Glendale, Michigan Road

Program Attendance
- Adult: 327 programs (3,611 attendees)
- All Ages: 50 programs (2,296 attendees)
- Youth: 567 programs (11,484 attendees)

Star Award Winners
- Patron Services: James Brooks
- Peer Support: Gwendoiyn Simmons
- Community Involvement: Robin Hanks
- Page Excellence: Noelle Fisher
- Other Duties Assigned: Kayla Duff
- Volunteer & Partnerships: Cecelia Moore
- Committee’s Choice: Tesa Bellamy

Upcoming Events
- Heart of Every Neighborhood Event — April 13" at East 38" Street Branch
“The Librarians” film screening at Central

My, Hill also showed a video about the recent Meet the Artists event held at Central
Library.




UNFINISHED BUSINESS

11.

None.

NEW BUSINESS

12.

None.

DISCUSSION AND AGENDA BUILDING

13.

14,

15.

16.

Future Agenda Items — This time is made available for discussion of items not on the
Agenda which are of interest to the Library Board members and the opportunity to suggest
items to be included on future Library Board Meeting Agendas.

- Dr. Murtadha requested information about the bilingual story times
being conducted at the Library.

Notice of Special Meetings

None.

Notice of Next Regular Meeting

Monday April 27, 2026, at the Decatur Branch Library, 5301 Kentucky Avenue,

Indianapolis, IN 46221, at 6:30 p.m.

Adjournment

The Secretary announced that there was no further business to come before the Board.

The Chairman then declared the meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

INFORMATION

17.

Materials

a. Notes of March 10, 2026 Diversity, Policy and Human Resources Committee
Meeting.

b. Notes of March 10, 2026 Facilities Committee Meeting.




18.

Board Meeting Schedule for 2026 (Notice of Date and Place of Meeting) and
Upcoming Events

a. Board Meeting Schedule for 2026 will be updated as necessary.

b. Library Programs/Free Upcoming Events may be found at attend.indypl.org.

The March 23, 2026 Indianapolis Public Library Board Meeting is available to view at:

https://www.indypl.org/about-the-library/board-meeting-times-committees
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Dr. Lisa Riolo, Secretary to the Board
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